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i \ oat Ralston rook, History's Verdict — ILAGIAKlBK 
fay: Howard Hoffman 

I cm sending this to ell who received the first memo re 
KV, except for Ralston himself. '.There is no question faut tliat virtually 
eve zy thing in the book is cribbed from others' works, with no credit 
given, but in some cases, I think it is worse— overt plagiarism. 

-here arc a couple of thingB I'n pretty eure come from 
PRUUkED GUILTY. One is hit diecussion of the fact that the 
clothing descriptions of man in 6th floor did not match that of 
Lhu. This ie at HY, 32-33. Also, at 44-45t he discusses LW 
seeing Jeraan-horaen on Irat floor in a manner very similar to my 
discussion in ?G. However, this could come from Harold's V/'tfl or 
from Sylvia's book, both of which also discussed this in somewhat 
less detail . 

On cage 69, Ralston claims credit for what is not his: "... 
my analysis of the evidence acouits Oswald of shooting officer Tipplt.." 
The onlv nart of what he presents which does this involves the tine 
factor, including Delin' 6* reconstruction of 17 min, 45 sec., and 
Bovley, none of which is his work. Harold was the first to note 
Belin'e reconstruction, and later Sylvia did. Both Sylvia and lene 
discussed Bowlcy. 

There ia one instance involving this Belin reconstruction 
wh^rc Ralston uses language very close to Sylvia’s, suggesting a 
direct plagiarism. Ralston writes, h Belin, stopwatch in hand, 
re-enacted the Journey in 17 minutes end 45 seconds. 11 (p. 81) 

Sylvia wrote, "Commission Counsel David Bolin reenacted the walk, 
stopwatch in hand, in 17 minutes, 45 seconds." (AaF, p. 255» n.2> 

But most disturbing to me is that Ralston has lifted thingi: 
directly out of two of Harold's books end reproduced thorn in facs im ile, 
lirst, on p. 203 he orints the Secret Service report on Rudkins, 

Cl 32C, u! 767. This* is r«yda reproduced directly out of Whitewash 17, 
page 141. I personally pasted up the two-page document onto one 
par-- when I wan ore paring the appendix to VWIY • The short text 
from p. 2 follows close at the bottom of page 1, and you ceng see 
where the dark edge of tha Xerox page did not allign perfectly. 
j.hio misalignment is clearly visible in Ralston's book. 

second, at pegs 233, Relston printo a comparison of the 
sketch of the euopostd Ring suspect and the blow-up of the men 
in one of the "tramp" clotures. This is copied directly out of 
PRAMI-UR, from page 465. There is no doubt about the oourc ? of 
F els ton's coaposit. The cropping on both pictures of tho "tramp 1 ’ 
ie identical, furthermore, where irregularities in the plate caused 
tiny white specks to appear in the ?— U copy, the same specie appear 
in Ralston's*. You can even see the edge of the paper Ralston ueed to 
block out the caption under the 2 icture * ron neither case. 

Is any credit given to Harold. Furthermore, Ralston's book is 

copyrighted. 
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